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HELP FOR THE DISABLED
IN PURSAT PROVINCE

At their recent meeting, the BEtts

Trustees of MSAVLC were able to }

review the latest six-monthly report £

from Disability Development
Services Program (DDSP) in Pursat
Province, Cambodia.

Once again Project Director, e

Pheng Samnang, has provided an
upbeat report of the Paraplegic and

Quadriplegic Rehabilitation (PQR) §=
Project activities, this time for the half g S
-year period to June 2025. :

The report highlighted three {t

essential project achievements; access
to rehabilitation services, promotion of

social participation thereby reducing f&
socio-economic EESEE
support through income generation. [

discrimination, and
Extracts from the report are detailed
below.

1, Access to Rehabilitation Services
Health Intervention: Through its home
-based care program, DDSP has
empowered individuals with severe

disabilities, and their families, to
address critical health challenges.
Project officers have delivered

comprehensive counselling, physio-
therapy, and crucial training to family
members on basic therapy techniques.
Improved Health and Care for
Individuals: The project provided
hands-on support and essential
medical supplies, to address common
issues like pressure sores and
managing pain and fever with
medication.

Empowered Families with Preventive
Knowledge: Families were equipped
with the knowledge and skills to
prevent and manage pressure sores
through proper hygiene and cleaning

techniques, promoting long-term self-
sufficiency and improved care.

Enhanced Hygiene and Sanitation:
The project supplied key hygiene
materials such as incontinence pads,
towels, soap, and toothpaste, ensuring

individuals could maintain proper
personal hygiene and sanitation.

In detail, in the past six months:
= 13 clients received physiotherapy
services.
= 21 family members were trained on

basic therapy.
. Home visits were made to 38
clients who were provided with

counselling services and referred for
regular health check-ups. Family
members were encouraged to provide
care and two clients were taken to
hospital to receive treatment.

* One household was successfully

adapted with the installation of a home
walking bar, designed to prevent and
reduce complete paraplegia in
individuals with hemiplegia resulting
from a stroke or accident.

= 23 clients received medical supplies
to improve individual health care,
including povidone iodine, sterilized
gauze, and catheters.

= 26 clients were provided with
essential hygiene materials, which
improved their personal hygiene and
sanitation.

= DDSP, in collaboration with the
International Red Cross in
Battambang, successfully coordinated
monthly mobilizations for clients to
receive wheelchair and  assistive
device repair services and expert
physiotherapy consultations.

(continued overleaf)



= 13 clients were provided with
ceramic water filters. One family with
a disabled member was supported by
providing materials to construct a
latrine, with  family = members
providing the labour. Another latrine
was completed for a family of five
with three disabled members.

Chhem Dara, 18 at Snam Pheh

During the project duration a further
three new PQR clients were identified
for ongoing assistance.

Home-based collective feedback
indicated that there were significant
improvements in clients’ overall health
and sanitation, as well as a more
positive emotional state after receiving
health, hygiene, and bedsore treatment.
The project's support also empowered
families to take a more active role in
the care of their loved ones, leading to
improved health outcomes and a
greater sense of shared responsibility.

2, Promotion of Social Participation
thereby Reducing Discrimination.

The project implemented a series of

activities to achieve its overarching
outcomes of reducing discrimination,
promoting social participation, and
increasing  self-confidence
clients.

The specific results, detailed below,
are a direct result of these efforts:

o Peer group and socialisation
meetings: These meetings facilitated
information exchange and built a sense
of community, helping to reduce social
isolation.

. Emergency  support:
provided essential assistance to clients
in critical need, directly improving
their household resilience and stability.
. Scholarships: ~ These helped

among (&

DDSP |

remove financial barriers to education

for young clients and children of
clients, thereby promoting their long-
term development.

o Home visits and counselling:
DDSP offered personalized, in-home
support that addressed individual
needs and strengthened the self-
confidence of clients and
families.

In detail:

. Two peer group meetings were
held in Bakan and Pursat districts
involving 17 clients and family
members. The meetings successfully
promoted information sharing and
social interaction,
isolation and discrimination faced by
people with disabilities.

their

to help reduce ’*"'

o Ten families who were facing ¥

food shortages were given emergency
supplies of rice, fish, soy sauce and
fish sauce during periods of reduced
income.

. 23 families with a disabled
family member were assessed as
being unable to provide learning
materials and school uniforms. As a
result 30 children were provided with
school clothes, bags, notebooks, pens,
pencils and rulers, etc.

. 38 families were visited and
given personalised home support and
information regarding the support and
services available from DDSP.

3, Socio-economic support through
income generation.

To address the financial
vulnerability of poor families with
people with disabilities, particularly
those with spinal cord injuries, the
project utilized a revolving fund to
support income generating activities.
Funds ranging from $125 to $250
USD were distributed to six new
families based on their proposed

Peer—to-peer me

eting at Toul Kro
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business plans. Specifically, the funds
supported two families in chicken
raising, three in grocery businesses,
and one in rice farming.

Concurrently, six follow-up
assessments were conducted with
families from previous funding cycles,
to explore new business opportunities
and ensure a sustained impact.

DDSP staff provided coaching
or training in apprenticeship skills,
agricultural techniques, and book-
keeping for grocery businesses. The
project is now currently monitoring the
first batch of twelve families, as well
as planning for a second batch.

The Trustees of MSAVLC were
delighted to read the report of this vital
work continuing in central Cambodia.
The Paraplegic and Quadriplegic
Rehabilitation Project is strongly
supported by the generous donations
from MSAVLC supporters.
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DAUGHTERS OF CAMBODIA

MSAVLC has been working
with Daughters of Cambodia for
over ten years, providing funds to
run their Health and Wholeness

Project.
This project is a crucial front-
line service for victims of sex

trafficking and sex exploitation. Due to
their occupation, the health of the
victims is often in poor condition, and
they are frequently affected with
sexually transmitted diseases. They
suffer from distressing psychological
symptoms including PTSD, their
domestic relationships are abusive and
exploitative, and their children are at
risk of repeating the cycles of abuse
and sex exploitation.

In Cambodia thousands of
children and women are lured, sold,
and kidnapped into the sex industry
each year. They are often betrayed by

their neighbours, friends, relatives and |

even boyfriends or parents, and they
are tricked with false promises of a
better life, or well-paid work. They are
then forced to pay off ‘debts’ for
transportation, health and living
expenses, subdued with rape and
violence, and sold from brothel to
brothel. The sex trade feeds on the
despair, ignorance, lack of education
and poverty of those it seeks to exploit.

With  MSAVLC’s  funding
Daughters of Cambodia helps young
women and men escape the horrors of
sex trafficking and start sustainable
new lives for themselves. They
provide dignified, rewarding

employment, and vital health and
support services, needed to aid their
clients’ physical, psychological and
social recovery.

Daughters of Cambodia
regularly carry out outreach missions
to the notorious red-light areas of
Phnom Penh to try and persuade the
young people to leave the sex-trade
and offer them opportunities to walk
free, start a new life, and learn how to
sustain it within a community setting.
They are offered paid work in one of
Daughters’ workshops; a sewing room
where clothes and furnishings are
made, the silk screen workshop or the
jewellery workshop. There boys and
girls are employed and taught a trade
with good working conditions and fair
wages, and they live independently
within the community.

S

Trustees of MSAVLC were able
to see all of these workshops on their
last visit to Daughters, and they were
delighted to meet and talk to girls
working in the jewellery-making
workshop, in a happy and comfortable
environment (see above).

In their summer up-date to
MSAVLC, Daughters reported that 32
girls had come to them looking for a
new job away from the sex industry,
and they are making great progress in
skills and lifestyle changes. Most of
their new girls are aged between 14 to
19. They have little education, so are
offered educational opportunities and
creative programmes such as music,
art, photography, dance, and design,
which encourage self-confidence and
self-esteem. There are medical clinics
and antenatal clinics, and
psychological counselling is available,
as well as social workers who visit the
girls in their own homes.

When Daughters find girls aged
under 16, they offer them part-time
employment, and encourage them to
return to school for half-days.

One girl came to Daughters
following an outreach mission in a
notorious red-light area of the city
earlier this year. This is her testimony:

“I met Daughters’ Outreach
Team when they came to the area
where I was working; they gave a
brochure and noodles to all the girls
working in the sex bars in our area.
Some of the girls were talking about
them, and said:

‘How can this be true? Is this
NGO real or fake? Would they truly
give us both a job and a salary?’

But for me, when I talked with
their team, I believed what they said.
So, 1 told them: ‘When I have repaid
my debt, I will come’. After three
months I lost everything, my boyfriend,
and my job, but I still had the number
of one staff member from Daughters,
so I called them, and Daughters said
that I could come.

So, I brought my two kids and
when [ arrived, they gave me such a
warm welcome that I fell in love with
Daughters. They even bought food for
me and my kids that day, as I didn’t
have any. I felt so very, very
encouraged that I wanted to cry, I can
never forget this day!

So, from that day I have been
working with Daughters, and I never
want to leave! When I got my first
salary, I saw that I got more salary
than when I worked in the bar! And
this week I was so happy to hear some
good news, that I got a job promotion
from trainee to level 2 this month! I'm
so happy & thankful.”

All the girls and boys at
Daughters have harrowing tales to tell
of their past experiences, and
MSAVLC is delighted to be able to
help them on their road to recovery.

YOUR LEGACY

Please remember the sick, needy
and exploited people of
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam
when writing or updating
your will.

A small donation to
MSAVLC
could help so many people.




MORE FLOODS IN
NORTHERN VIETNAM

P "" : \

Recently Vietnam has been
pounded by some heavy storms and
the latest, Bualoi, caused heavy rain
and flooding throughout parts of the
central and northern regions.

Michael Brosowski, the
Founder/Director of the Blue Dragon
Children’s Foundation reported to
MSAVLC that although Vietnam is a
country familiar with powerful storms,
the intensity and frequency that they

have been seeing this year is
something new.
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Flooding has heavily impacted
many areas; more than 30 people have
died so far, and another 20 are listed as
missing. In Hanoi, all schools were
closed following incidents of children
being trapped inside their schools by
floodwaters. Dozens of families have
lost their houses and businesses; and
there is a significant danger of
landslides in mountainous areas.

As in any emergency situation,
Blue Dragon has switched into crisis
mode, to get children and families to
safety. They have moved 54 people
into short-term accommodation away
from flood zones, and the kitchen at
the Blue Dragon centre is fully focused
on preparing meals for families who
are unable to cook.

Out in rural areas, Blue Dragon
is helping communities move to safety
and delivering supplies of rice and
food to get families through the
coming days. The people who most
need help are those who live in the
most remote regions, so they are taking
extra steps to reach those who may
otherwise be overlooked.

Nevertheless, Blue Dragon’s
key work of protecting people from
exploitation continues. They recently

WHEELCHAIRS
FOR AGENT
ORANGE VICTIMS

Many of our supporters will
already know that MSAVLC is the
only organisation which provides
bulk supplies of wheelchairs to
VAVA - the Vietnam Association
for Victims of Agent Orange. To
date our charity has sent over 2,000
wheelchairs to victims throughout
the length and breadth of Vietnam.

Recently a communication
from VAVA informed us that that a
further 531 standard wheelchairs and
40 tricycle wheelchairs had been
purchased using funds sent from
MSAVLC. We hope to publish
more pictures of the recipients in the
next Bulletin.
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rescued a 17-year-old girl from a
brothel and a 30-year-old man from
forced labour slavery.

MSAVLC sent a donation of
£5,000 to Blue Dragon Children’s
Foundation last year in the wake of the
destruction caused by Typhoon Yagi.

A delegation from MSAVLC’s
Trustees hope to meet with
representatives of Blue Dragon when
they visit Hanoi early next year, to
pursue further links between the two
organisations.

Published by:

Medical & Scientific Aid for Vietnam, Laos & Cambodia

Anchor Cottage,
3 Horsefair St,
Charlton Kings,
CHELTENHAM
GL53 8JF

VIETNAM, LAOS & CAMBODIA

MEDICAL & SCIENTIFIC AID NEWS BULLETIN

Editor: Peter Lidgard

Printed by: ajgreenprinting.com



