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50-YEAR COMMEMORATION
OF THE MY LAl MASSACRE

On Friday March 16" 2018,
with talk of peace and ce
operation rather than hatred,
Vietnam marked 50 years since
the My Lai massacre in a
memorial ceremony that was
attended by over a thousand
people. It included survivors of
the massacre, their families, and
around 60 U.S. Vietnam war
veterans and antiwar activists.
Provincial official Mr. Dang Ngoc
Dung said Vietham now wants to
set aside the past and befriend
other countries to build a better
future in which peace and
happiness can thrive.

My Lai is situated in Quang
Ngai Province in central Vietnam.  overhead and American boats patrollgwuths shut, several disobeyed and

There, at 7.30 a.m. on the™Blarch, offshore. Groups of civilians, told their stories on returning to the
1968, U.S. troops swept through fourincluding women and children, were U.S.A. All levels of U.S. Army
hamlets in the Son My sutistrict, assembled and executed, and fleeingcommand tried to cover up the

systematically killing 504 villagers, villagers were machingunned down. massacre, but eventually Lieutenant
most of them the elderly, women andAs the massacre was taking place, Calley was made a scapegoat and

children. young girls and women were raped bgentenced to life imprisonment. But he
The area was beautiful; groups of soldiers. At the end of the only served three years under house
peaceful, with rice paddies and smallmurderous rampage 504 people hadar r e s t ! Of cour se,

houses all around. The Americans died, including 182 women, 17 of  Bizarrely, the event was painstakingly
claimed that it was a stronghold for thtaem pregnant, 173 children and 37 documented by a U.S. Military

Viet Cong. However, they men over 60. One soldier shot himselfhotographer, and some of these
encountered no resistance as they in the foot to extricate himself from thdreadful photos are on display in a
advanced on the hamlets, after slaughter; he was the only American small museum at the site of the
bombarding them with artillery, rocketasualty in the entire operation. massacre, along with sad little

and machine gun fire from helicopter However, one brave U.S. mementoes of that tragic day.
gunships. Charlie Company, led by officer, Captain Hugh Thompson, saw Trustees from MSAVLC visited
Lieutenant William Calley landed by what was happening and put his My Lai in 2011, and their emotional
helicopter, advanced through the fieldglicopter down between the fleeing reflections are recalled in our August

and the atrocities began. villagers and t he01&BullefinsTheydasv howehe areae d
Villagers were shot and about ten of them, his two crewmen had been reconstructed to reflect the

bayoneted, hand grenades were throwimning their guns on their U.S. aftermath of that fateful day. Shacks,

into houses and bomb shelters, cropgommander whilst doing so! burnt out shells of homes, bomb

were destroyed, livestock slaughteregiowever, Thomson was initially shelters and mass graves stood in their

and houses burnt to the ground. Abowilified on his return home, and original locations, each marked with a

150 unarmed villagers were rounded eventually died an alcoholic. plaque listing the names and ages of

up, herded into a ditch and mowed The soldiers tried to cover up the families that had been slaughtered

down by machine gun fire. One man the atrocities by covering the bodies there.
was thrown alive into a well, and therwith straw and burning them. Later the  There is a huge memorial plaque

shot. U.S. military ploughed the ground to with the names of the 504 victims and
Over the next few hours destroy the evidence of their crimes, their ages, engraved on it. There is one
unspeakable crimes were committedbut although the troops who dramatic sculpture of an elderly

as command helicopters circled participated were ordered to keep theiroman holding up her fist in defiance,



