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IS THIS YOUR 

 LAST BULLETIN? 
 Due to changes to data 

protection legislation, we  

cannot send you further  

Bulletins unless you ask us to 

do so. If you did not send the 

stamped post-card which  

accompanied the last Bulletin  

back to us, or contacted us by 

email, then this, unfortunately 

is your last Bulletin. 
 A large proportion of our  

income is received in response to 

the quarterly Bulletin, where we 

outline individual projects and their 

needs. Unsurprisingly, it is the  

charityôs main means of fundraising 

and that allows us to get the much-

needed funds to the people who 

need them.  

 But we now must have your 

permission to continue sending you 

the Bulletin. 

 We have had a good response so 

far, and we thank you most sincerely if 

you have already told us that you 

would like to receive further Bulletins. 

But please contact us now if you want 

to continue receiving them. Either: 

§ Write to us using the pre-paid 

postcard sent with the last  

 Bulletin, or 

§ Send a note to:  

 Lynn Firth, MSAVLC  

 1Hillside,  

 Tregunnel Park, 

  Newquay  

 CORNWALL  TR7 2AJ 

§ Or email: 

msavlc.treasurer@gmail.com 

 with your name, postcode and 

 YES (if you wish to remain on 

 our mailing list) or NO (if you 

 would like to be removed).  

 

Please remember, without your  

donations we cannot survive. 
  

  On behalf of the Trustees, 

I would like to thank you most  

sincerely for your past support; I hope 

we can stay in touch and continue the 

important work that we do together.  

Lynn Firth, 

 Trustee 
Please note: We will always protect your  

personal information, and never pass it on to a 

third party. 

 

Without your support MSAVLC will not be able to continue supporting 

young Cambodian children such as these . 

 



 On Friday March 16th 2018, 

with talk of peace and co- 

operation rather than hatred, 

Vietnam marked 50 years since 

the My Lai massacre in a 

memorial ceremony that was 

attended by over a thousand  

people. It included survivors of 

the massacre, their families, and 

around 60 U.S. Vietnam war  

veterans and anti-war activists.  

Provincial official Mr. Dang Ngoc 

Dung said Vietnam now wants to 

set aside the past and befriend 

other countries to build a better 

future in which peace and  

happiness can thrive. 
 My Lai is situated in Quang 

Ngai Province in central Vietnam.  

There, at 7.30 a.m. on the 16th March, 

1968, U.S. troops swept through four 

hamlets in the Son My sub-district, 

systematically killing 504 villagers, 

most of them the elderly, women and 

children. 

 The area was beautiful;  

peaceful, with rice paddies and small 

houses all around.  The Americans 

claimed that it was a stronghold for the 

Viet Cong.  However, they  

encountered no resistance as they 

advanced on the hamlets, after 

bombarding them with artillery, rocket 

and machine gun fire from helicopter 

gunships.  Charlie Company, led by 

Lieutenant William Calley landed by 

helicopter, advanced through the fields 

and the atrocities began. 

 Villagers were shot and  

bayoneted, hand grenades were thrown 

into houses and bomb shelters, crops 

were destroyed, livestock slaughtered 

and houses burnt to the ground. About 

150 unarmed villagers were rounded 

up, herded into a ditch and mowed 

down by machine gun fire. One man 

was thrown alive into a well, and then 

shot. 

 Over the next few hours 

unspeakable crimes were committed, 

as command helicopters circled  

overhead and American boats patrolled 

offshore.  Groups of civilians,  

including women and children, were 

assembled and executed, and fleeing 

villagers were machine-gunned down.  

As the massacre was taking place, 

young girls and women were raped by 

groups of soldiers. At the end of the 

murderous rampage 504 people had 

died, including 182 women, 17 of 

them pregnant, 173 children and 37 

men over 60. One soldier shot himself 

in the foot to extricate himself from the 

slaughter; he was the only American 

casualty in the entire operation. 

  However, one brave U.S.  

officer, Captain Hugh Thompson, saw 

what was happening and put his 

helicopter down between the fleeing 

villagers and the G.Iôs. He rescued 

about ten of them, his two crewmen 

turning their guns on their U.S. 

commander whilst doing so!  

However, Thomson was initially  

vilified on his return home, and 

eventually died an alcoholic. 

 The soldiers tried to cover up 

the atrocities by covering the bodies 

with straw and burning them. Later the 

U.S. military ploughed the ground to 

destroy the evidence of their crimes, 

but although the troops who  

participated were ordered to keep their 

mouths shut, several disobeyed and 

told their stories on returning to the 

U.S.A.  All levels of U.S. Army 

command tried to cover up the 

massacre, but eventually Lieutenant 

Calley was made a scapegoat and 

sentenced to life imprisonment. But he 

only served three years under house 

arrest!  Of course, he didnôt act alone! 

Bizarrely, the event was painstakingly 

documented by a U.S. Military  

photographer, and some of these 

dreadful photos are on display in a 

small museum at the site of the 

massacre, along with sad little  

mementoes of that tragic day. 

 Trustees from MSAVLC visited 

My Lai in 2011, and their emotional 

reflections are recalled in our August 

2012 Bulletin. They saw how the area 

had been reconstructed to reflect the 

aftermath of that fateful day. Shacks, 

burnt out shells of homes, bomb 

shelters and mass graves stood in their 

original locations, each marked with a 

plaque listing the names and ages of 

the families that had been slaughtered 

there. 

 There is a huge memorial plaque 

with the names of the 504 victims and 

their ages, engraved on it. There is one 

dramatic sculpture of an elderly 

woman holding up her fist in defiance, 

50-YEAR COMMEMORATION 

OF THE MY LAI MASSACRE 


